
   

 

Will young Ukrainian refugees return? 
 

The Study 

This study was funded by Ukraine Children's Action Project in partnership with the ‘MriyDiy’ 
Educational Cluster Foundation in Poland. Its purpose was to assess the interest of externally 
displaced youth (ages 18-23) in returning to Ukraine. The online survey conducted between August 
and September 2025 consisted of 100 youth living in Germany, Poland, and the Czech Republic 
since the outset of the full-scale invasion.  

What We Wanted to Learn 
What are the plans and motives for displaced youth who left Ukraine due to the war to return 
home? How do their current education and experiences outside of Ukraine inform their decision to 
return home? What are the barriers and facilitators to maintaining strong ties to their home?  

Key Findings 
● 65% indicated the importance of maintaining ties with their homeland  
● 63% of Ukrainian students abroad believe that the overall situation in Ukraine is currently 

deteriorating, and 64% expect the financial situation of people in Ukraine to worsen in the 
near future. 

● 42% of young Ukrainians currently living abroad plan to return to Ukraine. 
● Key factors that would influence their return to Ukraine include: 

o restoration of critical and social infrastructure (56%)  
o affordable housing (53%) 
o creation of new jobs for modern occupations with decent pay (49%) 

Call to Action for Youth Who Left and Youth Who 
Remained 

● Build financial security, livelihoods, housing security, and economic incentives, particularly 
for entrepreneurship that appeal to this generation; 

● Provide needed access to social, psychological, and legal assistance; and, 
● Reinforce cultural and social ties to Ukraine.  

 
For more information: https://ucap.help/2025/11/will-ukrainian-youth-return/ 

http://www.ucap.help/
http://www.mriydiyfoundation.com/
http://www.mriydiyfoundation.com/
https://ucap.help/2025/11/will-ukrainian-youth-return/
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